
REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY                    7:00 P.M.         DECEMBER 2, 2015 

 

This Regular Meeting of Council was called to order on the above-
stated date at the above-stated time after the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a Moment of Silence by President of Council 
Richard Dellapenna with the following Members of Council 
present: 
 

RC-1  PRESENT: RICHARD DELLAPENNA, JAMES 
BARRY, JAMIE BREWSTER-FILOTEI, 
DALE McCALL, FAWN WALKER-
MONTGOMERY, KEITH SOLES, 
DANIEL CARR 

Father Boniface Igba from Auberle led the prayer. 

Also present were Mayor Michael Cherepko, City Administrator 
Matthew Gergely, City Solicitor J. Jason Elash and members of 
the Administration.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 

MOTION: Mr. McCall moved, seconded by Mr. Soles, “To 
approve the minutes from the Regular 
Council Meeting of November 4, 2015.” 

RC-2 YEAS: DELLAPENNA, BARRY, BREWSTER-FILOTEI, 

McCALL, WALKER-MONTGOMERY, SOLES, 
CARR ........................................................ 7 

  NAYS: NONE ........................................................ 0 
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COMMUNICATIONS:   

 

 Received the report for November 2015 from the Police and 
Fire Departments. 

 Received an invitation from AmVet’s Post 8 for the 74th Pearl 
Harbor Service on Monday, December 7, at 12:55 p.m. at 
the Palisades Event Center. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

 Mayor Cherepko said thank you Mr. President.  He said as 
said last evening, they are going to keep this brief tonight.  
He said he is going to start off with two things in the Mayor’s 
Report.  He said the first thing deals with the award winners 
for the Select Committee on Crime and Violence.  He said 
the Message Committee Chairman is here and he is going to 
turn it over to Pastor Darryl Knopp for the presentations.  He 
said just so everyone is aware, their award winners and 

their families, they are going to get this done right here 
during the Mayor’s Report and then the award winners and 
their families can feel free to leave afterward.  He said there 
is no need to stick around for the rest of the meeting.  He 
said a couple of people actually called him because they had 
places to go.  He said they are going to get this done first 
thing.  He said at this time he would like Pastor Knopp to 
come up to the front and present these awards. 

 Pastor Knopp said thank you for the opportunity to 
have the McKeesport Message Committee before the 

people here tonight.  He said they hope to be here on a 
quarterly basis.  He said he thinks they have explained 
that before.  He said they are overjoyed to find four 
people each three months that they feel are worthy of 
honor.  He said as they have deliberated over the last 
three presentations, this will be their third, they know 
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that the City is filled with people that deserve to be 

recognized and honored.  He said the more they are 
able to do this, lift up the positive in the City, the 
better they think they are able to extend their 
message.  He said the Mayor has Proclamations to 
make so he will allow the Mayor to at least read the 
Proclamations and that will be a summary of the 
excellent work that has been done by the four people 
to whom they are presenting awards tonight.  He said a 
number of the McKeesport Message people are 
scattered throughout the room, so on behalf of them, 

he would like to present to be awarded tonight, for 
living the message with Respect to Nayelle Williams; 
with Dignity to Linda Croushore; with Hope to John 
Patrick Lydon; and with Love to Cheyenne Burns.  He 
said he would like to have the Mayor take over at this 
time. 

 Mayor Cherepko said he will read one Proclamation at a 
time as Pastor Knopp mentioned.  He said when they 
talk about the message of the Committee of Respect, 

Love, Dignity and Hope, he thinks once again there are 
four very well qualified individuals.  He said they have 
some on the younger end of things, still in school and 
others who have been around for a very long time and 
contributed so much to the community.  He said he will 
start with the first one, Nayelle Williams. 

Whereas, the McKeesport Message Committee 
uplifts the values of Respect, Dignity, Hope and 
Love through the community program and other 
efforts; and  

Whereas, Nayelle Williams, a McKeesport Area 
High School student, has embraced the notion of 
Respect and a leadership role among her peers, 
participating in YouthCast, Leadership Network, 



Continued                                                                    December 2, 2015  

 
-4- 

Project Heart, National Honor Society, and other 

prestigious organizations; and 

Whereas, Nayelle exhibits the virtue of Respect in 
all aspects of her life with support from her family, 
co-workers and community.  She believes all 
McKeesport residents should respect the property 
of their neighbors and themselves as they do their 
part to make McKeesport a better place to live.  

Now, therefore, as Mayor of the City of 

McKeesport, I do hereby honor Nayelle Williams as 
the Living the Message Awardee for Respect. 

 Mayor Cherepko said Ms. Williams is more than 
welcome to say something if she wishes. 

 Ms. Williams said thank you, she appreciates this. 

 Mayor Cherepko said they are going to move right 
along so they can get all four of them together for 
pictures and get them on their way.  He said next they 
have another young lady and this award is for Love.  
He said when they talk about Christmas and holiday 
spirit, during the holidays they talk about love.  He said 
the awardee is Cheyenne Burns.  

Whereas, the McKeesport Message Committee 
uplifts the values of Respect, Dignity, Hope and 
Love through the community program and other 
efforts; and  

Whereas, Cheyenne Burns, a McKeesport Area 

High School Student, has shared her holiday spirit 
and joy with City children many who come from 
socially and economically disadvantaged families; 
and 

Whereas, Cheyenne has brought Project Christmas 
to the City of McKeesport for the past three years 
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giving local children the opportunity to celebrate 

with their families, make holiday crafts, meet 
Santa Claus and receive gifts.  

Now, therefore, as Mayor of the City of 
McKeesport, I do hereby honor Cheyenne Burns as 
the Living the Message Awardee for Love. 

 Ms. Burns said thank you guys so much for this. 
 

 Mayor Cherepko said the next awardee is for Hope.  He 

said with Hope the award winner is John Lydon of 
Auberle. 

 

Whereas, the McKeesport Message Committee 
uplifts the values of Respect, Dignity, Hope and 
Love through the community program and other 
efforts; and  

Whereas, John Lydon, Chief Executive Officer of 
Auberle, upholds the mission of his vital human 

service agency which helps troubled families heal 
themselves by serving more than 3,250 at-risk 
children and families each year through residential 
care, foster care, emergency shelter, in-home 
intervention, education, workforce development 
and rehabilitation; and 

Whereas, John is a champion for non-profit causes 
sharing the Greater Pittsburgh non-profit 
partnership with more than 400 regional public 
service groups.  He is a visionary for effective 

community service, always striving to provide the 
best outcomes for organizations and the 
individuals they assist.  
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Now, therefore, as Mayor of the City of 

McKeesport, I do hereby honor John Lydon as the 
Living the Message Awardee for Hope. 

 Mr. Lydon said he just wants to say thank you and how 
great it is that they have their headquarters in an 
excellent City like McKeesport.  He said thank you and 
thank you to everyone in the room for all they do to 
make this City great. 

 Mayor Cherepko said the last awardee is Dr. Linda 

Croushore.  He said she has probably known him since 
he was in diapers. 

 Dr. Croushore said she is one of the old ones.  

Whereas, the McKeesport Message Committee 
uplifts the values of Respect, Dignity, Hope and 
Love through the community program and other 
efforts; and  

Whereas, Linda Croushore has been an advocate 
for public education for the entirety of her 
professional career, first as a teacher, instructional 
leader and administrator and now as Director of 
the Consortium for Public Education; and 

Whereas, Dr. Croushore always has displayed 
great pride in the McKeesport Area School District 
and its students.  She serves as President of the 
McKeesport High School Alumni and Friends 
Association, which distributes scholarships and 
honors district Hall of Fame Inductees.  

Now, therefore, as Mayor of the City of 
McKeesport, I do hereby honor Dr. Linda L. 
Croushore as the Living the Message Awardee for 
Dignity. 
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 Mayor Cherepko said the only other thing that he really 

wanted to address this evening, but they will publicly 
say that, and he would like Patrick to hear this, but 
obviously they know if things don’t change, they are 
looking at the McKeesport Daily News no longer be 
operating as of the end of the year.  He said they are 
all sitting back at this point after making numerous 
calls and everyone doing what they could do with 
people in all levels of government and the private 
sector, and everyone is still working to make something 
happen, so they are all hoping and praying for a 

Christmas miracle.  He said it would be devastating to 
lose such a tremendous asset to the City.  He said they 
have been here for a long time and there are a lot of 
people that depend on that newspaper each and every 
day.  He said let’s keep our fingers crossed and hope 
they get something worked out.  He said other than 
that, he just wants to take this chance to thank 
everyone for coming out this evening.  He said it is 
hard to believe that another year has passed them by 
and he just wanted to let them know that they are 

going to continue to work for the betterment of the 
City.  He said they have a lot of work ahead of them 
and he is looking forward to January and to his second 
term as Mayor.  He said he also wanted to take this 
time to thank Councilman Dale McCall and Councilman 
Dan Carr for their dedication and commitment to the 
City on this Council.  He said as many of them are well 
aware, they served this City in other capacities as well.  
He said although they may not be sitting up here next 
month, he knows for sure they are not going anywhere.  
He said they will be around to be an asset to this 
community whether it is serving on different boards 
such as the Municipal Authority as Mr. McCall has or 
Rec Board, Palisades and Marina and these types of 
things that these two have done.  He said he 
commends both of them for their efforts and thanks 
them for their commitment to the City.  He said he also 
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wants to thank them personally for working with this 

Administration and their time here.  He said he looks 
forward to working with them in the future as well in 
other capacities.  He said other than that, he wants to 
wish everyone a safe and happy holiday.  He said that 
is all he has. 
 

CITIZENS IN THE AUDIENCE: 
 

Mr. Dellapenna said would Mr. Depner please come forward.  He 
said Mr. Depner has three minutes to speak. 

 MR. WILLIAM DEPNER, 2604 OAK STREET, 
McKEESPORT, PA  15132.  Mr. Depner said he was one of 
the picketers against Saints and Sinners Strip Club and 
thankfully they won that battle in the end in the courts.  He 
said it is interesting that the reason he is here tonight is to 
present to the City, along with the plan to pass the baton to 
the next lap of Respect, Love, Dignity and Hope for 
McKeesport.  He said now that they have these, he would 

like to enforce the laws to regulate the adult businesses, all 
of them.  He said especially background checks.  He said he 
thinks this should be done for two reasons, one is to create 
… they want to give McKeesport going forward a name that 
it is an unwelcoming place for adult businesses.  He said this 
is a step they can take.  He said secondly, strip clubs 
commonly have an underage girl in there somewhere with a 
fake I.D. and if they don’t enforce those background checks, 
it will put the City in the position of being complicit with 
what is legally sex trafficking.  He said if there is an 

underage person being paid for commercial sex acts, such 
as stripping, it is by definition, being trafficked.  He said an 
under aged person is not able to give consent.  He said that 
is why he is here tonight, to ask the Mayor to take this up, if 
they have not already.  He said the Mayor and the City 
Attorney are here and of course Council should get behind 
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this and give it some thought.  He said they need to help 

McKeesport go forward to develop a reputation for being 
unwelcoming to adult businesses. 
 

 Mr. Dellapenna said thank you Mr. Depner and he is sure 
they will sit down and come together with something as far 
as possibly putting an ordinance into place that would 
prohibit that type of activity.  He said they will take a look at 
it. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

ORDINANCE #15-24 – BILL #141:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF McKEESPORT, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING ORDINANCE #88-24, AS 
AMENDED, FIXING THE MUNICIPAL SERVICE FEE RATES 
FOR 2016. 

 Mr. Dellapenna said this is a Bill adding $5.00 to the 
Municipal Service Fee every quarter.  He said is that correct, 

Mayor. 

 Mayor Cherepko said yes, that is correct. 

MOTION: Mr. McCall moved, seconded by Ms. 
Brewster-Filotei, “To adopt Bill #141.” 

RC-3 YEAS: DELLAPENNA, BARRY, BREWSTER-FILOTEI, 
McCALL, WALKER-MONTGOMERY, SOLES, 
CARR ........................................................ 7 

  NAYS: NONE .................................................... 0 
 

ORDINANCE #15-25 – BILL #142:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF McKEESPORT, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, FIXING THE NUMBER AND 
COMPENSATION OF CITY OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF 
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THE CITY OF McKEESPORT; LEVYING TAXES FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR, MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR. 

MOTION: Mr. Carr moved, seconded by Mr. Soles, “To 
adopt Bill #142.” 

COMMENTS: 

 Ms. Walker-Montgomery said she just wanted to go on the 
record explaining her vote.  She said she has a memo here 
for Council, for the Controller, for the residents, for 

Allegheny County Controller Chelsea Wagner and PA Local 
Government Services.  She said the memo reads as follows:   
 
I respectfully request that McKeesport City Council takes 
steps to request an independent full and complete audit of 
the budget, budgeting processes and procedures of the City 
of McKeesport.  In addition, certain later operations such as 
financial internal controls, accounting practices, financial 
records, bills, Palisades and administrative raises.  
Moreover, make recommendations on best practices for 

financial planning.  The audit can be sent to PA Local 
Government Services for their review.  There appears to be 
a systematic breakdown with the entire budgeting process 
and not just for this year but for many years in the past.  
These problems have left us with very little financial 
resources.  For the past two to three years, we find 
ourselves not able to meet payroll in December without 
utilizing bonds, TA Notes, or so-called rabbits out of the hat 
such as our Sewage Authority.  Over the past five and a half 
years, I have asked several times for increased transparency 

with the breakdown of financial reports of accounting 
practices, bills, department reports, Palisades, Community 
Development Block Grant reports and requested strategic 
financial planning meetings to no avail.  It is our job as 
elected officials to ensure that the residents’ tax dollars are 
being spent in an appropriate manner.  As a result, I am 
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requesting that they have some conversations in the future 

to look at doing an independent audit of the budgeting and 
budgeting practice procedures of the City of McKeesport. 
 

 Mayor Cherepko said he is not going to respond to 
everything.  He said they do that.  He said the City gets 
audited every year.  He said they have an independent 
auditor that comes in.  He said he doesn’t know what else 
there is to say to that.  He said it is quite ludicrous and he 
will leave it at that.  He said they do get an audit every year.  
He said unless she is talking about …. 

 Ms. Walker-Montgomery said she is not going to respond to 
ludicrous.  She said it is a disrespectful remark.  She said 
they should just vote. 

RC-4 YEAS: DELLAPENNA, BARRY, BREWSTER-FILOTEI, 
McCALL, SOLES, CARR ................................. 6 

  NAYS: WALKER-MONTGOMERY ........................... 1 
 

AMEND THE AGENDA: 
 

MOTION: Mr. McCall moved, seconded by Ms. 
Brewster-Filotei , “To amend the Agenda to 
include Bill #143.” 

RC-5 YEAS: DELLAPENNA, BARRY, BREWSTER-FILOTEI, 
McCALL, WALKER-MONTGOMERY, SOLES, 
CARR ........................................................ 7 

  NAYS: NONE .................................................... 0 
 

ORDINANCE #15-25 – BILL #143:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF McKEESPORT, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A TAX 
AND REVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTE, SERIES 2016, WITH 
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THE TERMS SET FORTH IN THE FOREGOING AND 

ATTACHED CERTIFICATE AND TRANSMITTAL; APPROVING 
A FORM OF NOTE; AUTHORIZING DESIGNATED OFFICERS 
TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER THE NOTE; AUTHORIZING AND 
DIRECTING THE FILING OF PROCEEDINGS WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT AND 
SECURITY OF THE NOTE; MAKING CERTAIN FEDERAL 
INCOME TAX COVENANTS IN RESPECT OF THE NOTE; 
ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF FIRST COMMONWEALTH 
BANK FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE NOTE; AND REPEALING 

INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES. 

MOTION: Mr. Carr moved, seconded by Mr. Barry, “To 
adopt Bill #143.” 

RC-6 YEAS: DELLAPENNA, BARRY, BREWSTER-FILOTEI, 
McCALL, WALKER-MONTGOMERY, SOLES, 
CARR ........................................................ 7 

  NAYS: NONE .................................................... 0 
 

 

 Someone in the audience asked if they could clarify the 
amount of the note and the interest rate on the note. 
 

 Mayor Cherepko said it is $2.5 million and the interest rate 
is 1.65%. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

President of Council Richard Dellapenna adjourned the meeting at 
7:28 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Annette James 
City Clerk and Clerk of Council 

APPROVED: 

 

 

Richard Dellapenna 
President of Council 

 

daw 

 

 

 

 
 


